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An Account of a PAPER, preſented to the GENERAL  : 
- ©. + ASSEMBLY, -Ofober: 1690. "Containing: the Complaints 


e e any Precbyretian, People, Iibing in 


- . 
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\ 2» +» Df-dcotlard.”- And noub a Second time-vvith Additions 
._... . offered ta their Conſideration. + 4950, Hana 


AS Unienin Truth and Duty is a great Mercy and Bleſſing, and ought carefully tobe 

imertained and maintained, ſo Piviſionis alwayes tobe wearied ofasa Miſeryjand 
r alllasſul and boneſt Endeavour to be made ufe of, roy eee 
both theſe, the Churcb of Sco/land hath been partaker in à great meaſure; sometime in 
deed this Church was famous tor Union, and did ſhare of the Ble ſſings, which ufaally at- 
6 ſuch ; Happy Condition; Nevertheleſs of late, ſhe hath been much rent with'Diyt- 
viſions, an broken with Brea ches, cauſed by the ſad DefeAions and Back. ſlidings where. 
inmany of her Members, inthe late defyling aud unhappy times wereigvolved; Apaitift 
.whicbywe thought it our duty to bear Witneſs and Teſtimony; by withdgawing fromrthefe 
guilty of, and defendingthe fame, out of Love to them, and that they 
:andraſhamed thereofyBut albeit we did withdraw from many 


(bom notwithſtandipg we loved and reverenced) involved in,anddefendin' 


theſe De ſections, ſeeingn@ 
ſelves; from partaking int | 
ration from the ChurchofScoi or the Miniſtry thereof, or ſo ſtated it, as that we Wo 
never mote Unite: Fot i alwiſe -we declared our willingdeſs to joy nagaid, Wb 
Ve could have the opportunity without Sin; So of late we gave a demonſtration? 
in applying to the Generel Aſſembly, by offering to them à Paper, conti ming dur 
plaints, which we ezrneſtly.defired might be Heard and Nedreſſed, that fo out Union 
after ſo long an ĩnterruption, might be the more comfortable. A brief acequnt ofthe Ma- 
nagement of which Paper followeth. | | | anne 
When it was known, that there would be an Aſſembly, it was judged requiſite, we 
ſhould lay hold upon that opportunity to remonſtrate and repreſent to them our Come 


way left us in that broken and confuſed ſtate,of 
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To the MODERATOR, and Remnant Members of this Reverend | 


. EINER AL ASSEMBEE RrR 
be COMPLAINTS and Humble ien of | many abr People, 
Liviog in 5 dbyres. of { Seoilgye.... Mea 


1 
280. e anne, a 
unto, for a Redreſs of * many 4 | which we have 
Groaned theſe many years; The chief, — par — burdenſome of which (ths we "woo 
pamed our ſbare of o 222 Affillbious very hiavy ). hath keen, and put remainsge be 
4 Fler, our «os oe one Golpel Ordindnges, wherein. an bovele 
me, ſigh bs, e Career ag Fee. 
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lowed of che : R 8 5 10 _— — Ae the Min 
*whicht D | e in the Loxp, and fulfilhit ; And\mben Offences ars give ii = 
er Friviledge to plead for the rewoping of chem, inal briſtian may, ta the ſatisf atti- 
ty. e bum by conceiqſe, in order is the nemavaloſu li many Offences given 
this aur day, in order ia aur comforeghtle Recanc iliat ion loge ber, and ib. wemady be 
ohe LORD, and Hu lutath turned away, that Confa beg, Hoteſabing aud Condemn- 
ibathave been ſo oſfeußi pe, is vary neceſſary. And frivgiu mer ti ful Arastidence, there 
ert hy ye 1 e 8 0 capacity —— _ 8 the Lord, 
aud 
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As 4% Parliament; nes we 76 
| Fog erp is wor yes conde ned, wor the Prafiaſe of ibefe _ 


Am, no ſeal. grief of beart to ſee the Supremacy, hich bean 
"as King and Head of chock, . 2 oe phamer al; and ſe 
h fait was an aupmeniatins $0 apr $ v, 10 fee an Indulgence 77520 
Reſtriftions, very prejudicial ta the h apt d freed om of Chrifis 
veral Muiſſers. and ju ers,  whichgid much ſtrexg iber ile Tic 
Lords Crown Rights, & His s Liberties, and gavy of 
And was a Bone of contention among the Lords People in ibis —2 | 
| Fauntain,and impure Stream be removed and cut off, for — to 1 the ory | 


_ thereof nevertheleſs is no: t onfeſſeu and condemned; the whoreof we art e 
— er 


ve very conducive to ibe turning away of ihe Lords 4e. _ faciafying 

| es 4nd. Textations were und gh 
and 7905 N Fark Land, ** then a; 8 . — uld * in Seaſon, and out * 
of Seaſon, and whom no D tion co charge from that g neceſſa Dity, Ad nt. | 
"ſet the Trumpet 10 ro > togine ſenbful warning in times 7 ack danger, al bec ame lil aich. 

men; but 1b often caſled to Preach in the cauntrey, did either fainsy leave the Land, ar lurked 

and lay hy in the Land, and gathers when they Preached, either did not apply ibetr L rine taibe £5 i 
Times, ſo as we might takeit up, or mere ambiguous in their Application of cheir D to the TE 

- dangers of the Times, where hy many were left co periſþ.in their iniquity, and the hands of theſe whe : - 

"endeavoured to keep clean Garments, mere not frengih ved: Yea, is wa; very offenſevt tabelinld abe NN 
practice and carriage of ſame Miniſterr, whoiufead of flrengthaing. their hands, who were at that 

q time moſt farwardlie and zealouſtie appearing andsomending far theCauſe and Imierefipf CHRIST, 3 
| «i Win ing with, caux Aienancing or encouraging the Miniſters, who were Valiant fer ibe Truth, and 


It was very Stumbling and Offenſive to u, when waxy S 
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re eſpec laly it was ſad aul flumbling to us, when uu Miſchie fo were framed into Livy, by | 


20 the Word af GOD, and our Netion« Covenants were impoſed; and when we were required upon pain 
of Death, to ome the \urhoricy of, and acknowledge Alegiance to Tyra ats and Uſurpers, agu 
Levful Megiftrets, whom GOD had ſet over us; af His Miniflers of Fuſtice, that then maty Mini- 
Bert, did comply with theſe wicked Laws, aud tangbi ib: People lo obey them, and ſome did take 
ond ſubſtribebeſt Oꝛths and Bonds themſetves, - and per ſpade People to tate them, and not only 
om nad and acknowl-dged Alegianceto theſe Tyranrs and Uſurpe cs, prayed for them and their Go- 
vernment, aud pleaded for ibe Lawfulneſs of their Authority ; Yea, ſome prayed: for thelpretended 
Prince of Wales: But inflead of ſympuibizing with the ſufferings of theſe that could not in Conſci- 
ence owne that Authooity, condemned and inveighed againſt them as fools, and dying in an errour. 
e bavereaſon to be thankfel for this reviving in our Boudage;” and thai ibe yoke of Oppreſſion and 
Ferſecuniom is raken from off our necks; yet we wiſh thit-uniender carriage towards conſtienci- 
var Tafferers were reſented, aud the Heads and cauſes wert upproven and juſtified, uponwhich theſe 
wproccbed Marground Confeſſors ſuffered. . 


* It was very burdenſo ta our conſciences, that a Popiſt Toleration deſigned to introduce Pope- 
ry into this Land again, granied by x. James from bis abſolute Power, which be blaſphemonſlie 
arrogated to bimſelf, and whereby he preſumed to flop the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, and ciog- 

with many Limitations, was embraced by many Presbyterian'Miniflers, and Addreſſed jor, 
40054. d Our r, in the Name of ALL:Which many of tht Godly of the Land looked upon with 
weeping eyes, as « 140 flep of Defection from the wonted Zeal of the Miniflers of Scotland ; The 
Sin and Scandal of this courſe is evident in a Teſtimony given in againf} the ſame, by ſome Mini- 
lers, whichwehbere own: Vet nom, notwithſtanding that it be ' and the wreked power it 
flowed from, we cannot th inkube Sin and Scandal of it is ta way, fo long as the ſame is not 


| The. condemning of ell thefe Courſes of Complyance and DefeRiont,world not only be as a 
Beacon ſet up to binder the followivg Generation from ſpliting on ſuch dayyevons Rocks, but alſo will © 
make our Uniting and Noyning with theſe, from whom we fland a; a diſtance (which we long 


Confeſſed, mourned over and condemned. ; 
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For, and pray for) cordial and comfortable. 
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We are alſo diſſatisfied and offended at feveral things at preſent; It mighi have been expt cted, ba: 
the Mercies we have met with of late, ſhould have filled our Hearts with kindly ſorrow for our for- 
mer Sins and Backſliding, and inflamed the Souls of all the Lovers of Chrifl, with more Zeal, for 
advancing and promoting Re formation in this Land, dccording to the capacity and opportunity the 
Lord hath put in their hands; But alas *unfuteable hath been dur Returns of Fruicfulneſs and Thank- 
Fulneſs ; And as all of us have come far ſhort of improving theſe Opportunities, ſo the practice of theſe 
Miniſters continues to be very offenſive and ſtumbling, who inſtead of Confeſſ;ng and Condemning 
the above written Deſe ions, and minding the Peoplt of 1heir former Backſtidings, and diſcovering 
the Sins of the late times, thai were many and heiuous, to the end, they may bè induced to mourn o- 
ver them, and to turn unto the Lord, do yet continge to defend and hide their mu guilt, and theres 
dy to harden others ix lmpenitency; So that the wrongs done to chris, are like to be Forgotten and 
buried, aud fem are like 10 be brought off from,zhe evil of their vvayes, 
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thinkin all Eſlabſbatnis of Religion and veligionr:Rigbes in 


more ; ſo in our poor Judgement, we chink . 
tothe Fuern audi Ref, GOD's revealed Will in Hi Hurd, and 


4 Land, reſpeft, isalwayex a be bas 
not 10 Worldly xc... 


2 diſtouraging «nd offenſe, aud we cannot but complain, it, that nowwhenthere  - 
% an dpporiymily to purge. tbe Church from theſe Conruptiont,. wheremith lhe beth been long peflerei 
"and plagued ;" yet 10% Prelacy be abolifhedby.the State, and many Curats put away, ſome one - 
was, fome axoiber, „F and Intruſi un, and 
ſome Niihifters ave alſo pleading for keeping them in, upon Carxal and Poliuci grounde, whowt fear - 
may afterwards do more Hurt and Miſchief,chen the Good now pretended can countervail ; And that - 3 
7 7 be loft of purging the Church of inſufficient, corrapi and ſeandalous Officers of all ſoris, ? 
eſpecially of Prelatick Curats, aud of planting it with. Godly,” fairbfyl ; and able Miniflers, we „ 
may all repent Vis iso lee. ee ee K 


. More eſpecially, It is very flumbling and.offenſeve to us, that l belt there be an opportunity with- 
aut fear and danger to exerciſe Diſcipline impariially and ſaithjully ; yer ſome who have formerly - 
talen the abominable Teſt, and aregailty of other groſs Scandals, are admitted 10 be Officers of 
ihe cbareh, ſome to be Miniſters, and ſome to be Eiders, and many guilty of very groſs degrees of 


Complyance, are admiued 10 ibe Sacrament, without any pablick Acknowledgement of their Offen- 
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„ Io conclude, Right · Reverend, "we ekpetf and intreur, tb 
in what vt here R epreſent bus our meaning und end io have di 


in the flandingin the way of their comfurtable ami edi ying Comtmunibu with the Church 5 Let ihe 
 Famfhing and fayving caſe of- our Souls, : though want of the Bleſſed Goſpel, and our — 
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ar, whejeby they aud others ere berdened, and many of the Godly fm 
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led, 10 the great diſadde: 
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d e raſpneſt and ignorance, and mediing in mers whetein we are not concerned: 


Bat abo we ſhould be condemned and cenfured-with the greateſt ſeveriiy,and be connied yet more vile 
we muſt ſeek,” wemuſticry, for the removing of theſe Stumbling Blocks, and condemiing theſe 


Coucles, which have dont our Lord FEA US ſo much wrong, dad His Children ſo much hurt, 


bear it presebod by you, prevail with n te confider our Cbinplaints, aud let the Wounds 0 0 


bleeding Mother, panting to be healed I of the ieuller bearied Phyſician, have weight 
.with you not to ſlight or deſpiſe our Deſires : But if ye ſhall ſbut your eyes and ears at them, they 
we know at the time, no Remedy left xs, but to Complain and Proteſt unto Juditatories ; and cry, 
ſigh and groan tothe Father of Mercies, who it tender of all Hu Litle owes. and is ibe Hearer of 
Prayer, that He mayſet to, aui heal our Backſlidings and Breaches in Rid own time and way, 
and not ley it toyour charge," that ye have had ſolictle r᷑gard 16 the flumbling and ſaddeuning of ſo 
enany ef His poor, broken, bwuiſed, aud ſcattered Sheep, aud ibat yehave not b. greater careto 


ſtrengthen the Drſeaſed; und to heul that which wur ſick, and ro bind up that which was brokey, aud 


80 bring agein that which was driven apay, ; and to ſeek that wbich was loft. Ty; 


Fe TIBET: 


A Fter $ubſcribingofthe Peper, ſome Men were choſenin name of thereſt,. to preſent 
it to the .eſſembly, to deſire an Antwer, and to uſe diligencetherein,” 6f which they 
were zo gi an acvount to their Friends: But thè delivering ofit in was thought re- 

quiſite to be delayed a litile until it vas known, what woulq be done with a Paper given in 

to the Aſſembly by Mc Thomas Lining, Mr Alexander Sheilds, Me william Boyd; yet tho it 
be not expedient to telate either the iſue of that buſineſs, or how the ſame was managed, 

nevertheleſsitisnorudſaicable to the preſent pn poſe to mention this, that inftead of a 
ſatisfaory Anſwer, it was very offenſive to mahy, that the Aſſembly by a Fore reful- 
ed to read the foreſaid Peper preſented" by the Miniſters above named, upon the Rea- 
ſons given in bythe Commnictee-of @vertarer;” why it ſhould not be read, whict N e 
the ſame. before it yu heard eſpecially the per lons entruſted with theſubſcribingand in. 
giving ofour haper / and ſome others were fo offended, that they judged it duty to lignifie 
their diſſatisſaction thore withto the Aſiembly> Whereupon a ſhort Paper being drawn up, 
wat ſubſeribed by the Men (choſen to deliver the ether Paper) in theĩt own Name; Repre. 
ſenting it as an additional complaint, that the Aſſembly had, in the manner above ſpe - 
cified, refuſed to read the foreſaid Pa | 


er. . 1 3 N BT, £ 
Fogget opportunity for delivering bob tbefd Papers to the Committee of Overturet, 
whom they might be tranſmitted to the whole Aſſembly, the Men went to rbe place way 
the ſaid Commitive was Gering, where nieeting wich two Miriifters (Members thereof) 
after ſome conference wi th them, concerning the Papers; One of the Miniſters ſaid, A 


would inform the Comnineevofibem.; Accordingly they having both gone in, ane ty 
115 1 


the 


& will wot offent at on ifreedons, 
| obere difference} ſaritfyingly removed, wii 
obe you, uhu u favonrableconſttaBlion upon ther," which A crirical Diſpoſtuon, might be res- 


; the Comuittee therewith,” who (inlteadvfgiv 


(feveral times) that weſhould receive Sxtisfahiqn' to our Seruples, yet we are ſs 


_. Complitints, was fo little tegatded, as: 3 fead, nber in th 


vidio let begeſt, a priyife 
to none but them) only nominate two Miniſters and a Ruling Elder,” to peas 
Theſe imme diatly coming ou bad conference wi the Men: Before whom f 
Paper, next the Larger were read Fort mere both; and deſitin 
tered in the large Peper {which eotld not be con ſcendeFumts) & 


ſwade the Men from preſſimg the reading of tbem intbe . ent 
earneſtly for, and for an A —＋ to their Friend: den 5 
them ſo preſſing for his, they protniſed to repteſent ĩt tothe Gowtelehtes ere 


of them went in, ſpoke! of it to them, and delivered the Papers to the Clerk: © 2 
the Men at ſeveral occaſions, ſolicited the Miniſters above mentioned; and ſome otheteg 
that the Papers might be read in the Aſſembly, and'to bave ſomewber to retarn' totheir 
Friends: But the —— received, wana Teuer ſubſcribed wee wen <bite& 
to them: „ boy fee on | en 
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| Loving Friends, e Saha 
TEE Papers yon gave in tothe Aha were fil givtnlutothe ebenes | es 
1 andwe were by them appointed ro 1 45 with you; And after ſome conferente wi 
we movell inthe Committee, that Afcmbly e ould order the Papers tobe yive 
theſe, who were totraw upthe Monitory Letter, and cauſe;*df the Faſt, 1855 520 
rd err. in drawing up the ſame: which at the firſl next Seſfioh's be A 
on Saturnday laſt, the firſt of November, was accordingly done by opeit * *57 
the Aſſembly allowed 10 report the ſame to yon; whichnow ac we do: TRE boperbis 
will ſatisfieyou, and others who did commiſſionare you; and that the Lord will eur line your Tarts 
to Feace, and 10 guard aztinfl any feriher rent in the Church of 60 1 | 


our ſei ves, Dt * 
| Edinburgh, Novem · e Tour anne, ey Serge 
ber 9 * 1690, s a * bo the LORD: © 0 


Rom which Letter, weſhall only take notice of this, that as we have ene 
Monitory Leiter mentioned therain, wheteby we do not know what uſe is madi mit 
of our Paper; ſo albeit ve ha ve got a ſight of the Cauſes ofthe Faß, from —— 


getting ofthe ſame, that we mult Complain, not only of the ambiguity of ſons 
ons in it, but alſs ofits Lameneſs, ſeveraFt ings being cmiried;! ane 
fections and Cauſes of Wrath; And chat the abominable Teſt, Peclarkiion, * relatfedITn- 
truſſons, being once in, were put out again. TON eee 
' Wehope, as well as Seriouſly deſires, chat our deſignin Publ beate —4 
not be miſtaken, but ti dhe al Conſtructed, ſeeing it is not to irtitats r offen 

. eres 10 1 get à Com vis | 


But tomake manifeſt | 2 2 
with theſe. mamma 1a; from whonrwe are e yet ſta Bat diſt neee! ne 
know, how unerpected, yes affe ing it was 10 0 „uhen we h 0 2 x 90. 


open Aſſembly; It containec what really was andisground of offence pr prey ey Ming 


| plainttous; And whateyer was pretended for not ä thereof, yet the I 
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hbreaſkd, baving created halo, ane gntents,, and bath been he 
afion o eee expected, tnat to deny that pri- 
getothem, which was granted to others, was the way, toheal the breach, which 

i and remove the >cruples that were many, of theſe, Who are Conſciencious: 
This was father the way to ſoment new Debates and Jaxrs, theg ta cement, ot remove 
Je And ia like manner that we may have opportunity,and occaſion. hereby, again 
to.dafire of; and cty unto Miniſters, not only tor femoping qt our former Scruples, and 
rolling ot our old Complaints and Grievances, but alſo (o Repreſens, ſome New Ones, 
are not only burdenſome, grievous and offenſiwve tous, but to many of the Godly 


4 


be N iniſtc Ys 
1gnifie our 


r rd the ta king in of theſe Men, will tend tothe prefent hurt of the Church, ſeing it 


itt oceaſiona 


the Poſterity, whoſe advantage ſhould befought, by endea vourigg so trapſmit pure Oæ- 
4; 2tothem, n well be 8 mts preleryes entice, ifcheſe 
a be entruſted with the dilpeniing of them: Forasthey, are koown formerly to be of 
— Principles and Practices themſelves, and the ſoundneſs of. the Change, that they: 
WEM ſideriag che time thereof( beſide otherthiogs)beiog greatly.to! be teared,ſothey 
— your by degrees to bring in others ofthe ſame Stamp, whereby at length (others 
g little Leaven may lea ven the whole Lump, and ſo the ordinances be in great dau- 
ing opupted, it not Changed, which will tend to the unſpeakable diſadvantage 

5 9 5 | 


of 
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ſiolves, in the Inter regnum, oſ theſe perjured hirelings and intruders, the Caras: Whereinwe 
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akewirh ſuch ſcandalcheperſons, might by the Blet 
Gght and conviction of the ame. Theſe, and ma ny othet 
adduced have weight witk us; and we are hopeſul will {6 far prevail 


4 


il with Mint 
withſtand and oppoſe (now when they have power and opportuniry) the pelle a0 
peſtering the Chutch. andafiymixing with the Men oftheſe Aborminations;'notwithRtande : 
ingotwhatugnborty may enjuyn: But if it Thall be otherwayes, as it will prefage (ad 
things to this poor Church and Kingdom, ſoit will give ground of Suttnbling at others; -- 
Inlike manner, as it is offenſive and tumbling to us, that ſome Miniſters and Eldei | 
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been admitted to be conſtituent Members of the Aſſembly, who are ſo beinoully gu eie and 


wete ſo deeply involved in the deſections of the lateſdetyling times, as bythe Word of GOD/ 
and Conſtititutions of this Church, would debar them; Soit eannot but be more ſtumb⸗ 
ling and is mater of Complaint, that albeit there were many Reverend and Worthy Divikes _— 
in en tmblyand Commi ſſeon thereof, yet oft times, vhenthey ba ve had publick matters to + "IF 
manage, and ſome things to put in Print, that ſuch ſhould have been appointed for that end, 3 
who ate laxeſt, and deeply involved in that late defeftions; The ſad effekts and conſe- 3 
quences He reofappears already, and certainly will be more evident aſterwards, parti- 
cularly by that Bock Intituled A ſecond Vindigation of the Cburehof Scotland ee,  Wherein:  _.- 
the Autbor ( who wasemploied for drawing up thereof, and does fr name of the whole 
not only gives ĩgnominidus Chargers andEpithets vnto Honeſt and Conſciencious Suffer=3 _ 
ers, but alſo condemns and diſownes their laudable actings in eaſing the Church and them- "2 


areconcernedinit, we ure ſo ſat from being aſhamed thereof, that we ſtand not to ler it "= 
de known, that we are chiefly ſorry, we were not more active; And we may adventure 3 
with ſome confidence to ſay the like in behalf of others: And in ſome ſingleneſs of heart 
may add, that what we did therein, was from a Principle of Eonſcience, and as a Duty 
lying bound on us, and not (meerly) becauſe they were our Perſecuters. | 
Another thing offenſive to us and many others, is the ſeldom mentioning of our National 
and Solemn Covenants, not only in Preaching, bur at Baptizing of Children, at which tima 
formerly it was uſaal to mention them, but now by ſome only darkly hinted at, and by o- 
thers altogetber laid aſide; And it cannot but be grie vous and wounding unto us, that the 
Author ofthe foreſaid Book, fhould inſinuat ſo much as it is concluded, ſo be done. We 
are not for giving directions unto Miniſters; Nevertheleſs, we humbly conceive, we 
may ſafely complain of the ſilence of many of them, in this, eſpecially, when it isliketo pro- 
duce ſuch ſad and lamentable effects, as the wearing out (among many) of the ſenſe and im- 
eſſion of the obligation and binding force of theſe Covenants And tbat not a ſe are like to 8 
n the ſame bath been broken and burnt in his Land. Whatever difficulties are og 
alleaged, bindering the Solemn Renovations of them at this time, yet Miniſters may even 3 
at this ſeaſon, fhew people that perjurie and breach of Covenant, are among the ſins of 
the Land, and what way all ranks gre * che ſame, as allo that theſt Covenants * 
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